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Materials: Pen/Pencil, Paper, Computer, Webquest Activity. 
Summary (and Rationale):  The students will learn about the political parties present in the pre-Civil War years and how the Republican Party was created and why it was later successful in the election of 1860. They will then be able to understand the creation of the Republican Party and why it is important today. The students will also be able to number the political parties in order of which they believe would have been the most beneficial for the majority of Americans based on what they learn about each political party and what they know about America in the 1850s. 
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [5-10 Minutes] Students must answer the following questions as their bell ringer activity to prepare for the lesson.

1. Explain in your own words what a party platform is.


2. Explain why political parties are important.

II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	1. When given either the Whig, Republican, Know Nothing, or Free Soiler political parties, the student will be able to name important party members and give important facts about the party such as its beliefs and platform, founding dates, etc… in order to know the foundation of the Republican party which was important to the 1860 election and to the Civil War. 
2. The students will be able to decide which of the political parties would have been the best party to win the election of 1860 for the majority of Americans, given what they know about the political policies, regional differences, and what life was like in the 1850s. 
	1. The students will complete a graphic organizer to show their knowledge of the political parties, such as the party’s platform, beliefs, important members, founding dates, etc…
2. The student will submit their numbering of the political parties along with their reasoning so that the teacher may know that they understand the basis of each political party, what life was like in the 1850s and how the regional differences were key in politics. 


State the objective: 
1. When given either the Whig, Republican, Know Nothing, or Free Soiler political parties, the student will be able to name important party members and give important facts about the party such as its beliefs and platform, founding dates, etc… in order to know the foundation of the Republican party which was important to the 1860 election and to the Civil War. 

2. The students will be able to decide which of the political parties would have been the best party to win the election of 1860 for the majority of Americans, given what they know about the political policies, regional differences, and what life was like in the 1850s.

Assessment: 
1. The students will complete a graphic organizer to show their knowledge of the political parties, such as the party’s platform, beliefs, important members, founding dates, etc…

2. The student will submit their numbering of the political parties along with their reasoning so that the teacher may know that they understand the basis of each political party, what life was like in the 1850s and how the regional differences were key in politics.

III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [5-10 Minutes] The teacher will introduce the first part of the assignment which is the political party charts and pass out the webquest assignment. The students will organize themselves in the library at a computer.  
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [20-25 Minutes] The students will conduct their webquest to complete the graphic organizer as the teacher walks around and guides them in finding their answers. The students must have previously copied the graphic organizer from the board onto their own sheet of paper (done the previous day) and then find the answers to each question about the political parties involved (Whig, Free Soilers, Know Nothings, Republicans, Democrats). The questions will include: When did the party begin? When did the party end? Name important members associated with that party. What was the party’s platform/beliefs? What kind of members did the party attract? Why was the political party founded?
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [10-15 Minutes] The teacher will close the activity by creating a large graphic organizer on the white board and asking the students to give their answers and write them in the larger graphic organizer to make sure that all students have the correct answers.
VI. Independent Practice: [Rest of class period/Homework] The teacher will ask the students to create a hypothesis using the material they have gathered and the information they know about life in the 1850s, as to which political party would be the best political party to win the Election of 1860 for the majority of most Americans.  The students must number the parties in order of best to worst and write a summary of why they believe the parties should be numbered in that order using evidence from the information they gathered. 
STANDARDS:
AH1.H.4.1: Analyze the political issues and conflicts that impacted the United States through Reconstruction and the compromises that resulted (e.g., American Revolution, Constitutional Convention, Bill of Rights, development of political parties, nullification, slavery, states’ rights, Civil War).

AH1.H.5.1: Summarize how the philosophical, ideological and/or religious views on freedom and equality contributed to the development of American political and economic systems through Reconstruction (e.g., natural rights, First Great Awakening, Declaration of Independence, transcendentalism, suffrage, abolition, “ slavery as a peculiar institution”, etc.).

AH1.H.2.1: Analyze key political, economic, and social turning points from colonization through Reconstruction in terms of causes and effects (e.g., conflicts, legislation, elections, innovations, leadership, movements, Supreme Court decisions, etc.).

Plans for Individual Differences: Students will be allowed to use technology to conduct the web quest so that they may find the information easily. This will help students who have difficulty looking things up in the textbook. In the discussion, the teacher will have multiple levels of questions so that all students may have the chance to answer a question regardless of their level.
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