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Summary (and Rationale):  It is important that the students understand the word secession and how it relates to the Civil War so that they can understand the entire unit. Without this understanding, they may not understand how or why the South seceded from the Union or even what secession is. By completing this lesson, the students will understand the word and what led to the secession in a better context.
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [5-10 Minutes] The students will complete a bellringer activity that asks them to answer questions that review the material from the previous day. Students will answer the following questions:
1. What was the Compromise of 1850 and why was it important? 

2. Who was Dred Scott?

3. What was the Kansas-Nebraska Act?

4. Do you believe that John Brown was a martyr or a terrorist? Why?

II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	1. The students will be able to define the word secession in context to the Civil War as well as be able to relate secession to other examples of secession in both the 21st Century and throughout History.  
2. The students will be able to understand how secession relates to the Civil War and if the South was within its right to secede from the Union.
	1. The students will first be assessed based on participation individually, as a group, and as a class. The teacher will be able to walk around and make sure that the student is actively participating in each session and can define secession in their own words and knows other cases of secession than just the Civil War. 
2. The student will also be assessed based on the understanding they have of secession in the Civil War when they turn in the Independent Practice statement at the end of the class. The teacher is looking for the student to have learned what secession means and whether they believed the South had a right to secede from the Union. The students must also compare the secession of the South to at least one of the examples given in class. 


State the objective: 
1. The students will be able to define the word secession in context to the Civil War. 

2. The students will be able to understand how secession relates to the other circumstances of the Civil War, including its’ causes, key figures, why it happened, etc..
Assessment: 

1. The students will first be assessed based on participation individually, as a group, and as a class. The teacher will be able to walk around and make sure that the student is actively participating in each session.

2. The student will also be assessed based on the understanding they have of secession in the Civil War when they turn in the Independent Practice statement at the end of the class.
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [5-10 Minutes] The teacher will begin the lesson by introducing 21st examples of secession (without saying the word secession) like Crimea and Venice and lead students in a discussion as to when it is okay for a community/country/etc… to leave. 
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [20-30 Minutes]
The teacher will play the devil’s advocate to lead students to consider both sides and to get the students more involved in the secession. The teacher may ask what would happen if Texas wanted to leave the United States and ask for reasons if it would ever be okay to leave, or what the conditions to leave may be. There will be at least three examples given of communities that want to leave and the students will have to decide in each situation if it is okay for the community to leave. 
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [10-20 Minutes] The teacher will finally bring up the word secession and explain the general definition and relate the other examples to the secession during the Civil War. The teacher will ask the students if they believe that the South had a right to secede from the Union. 
VI. Independent Practice: [5-10 Minutes] The students will summarize what they have learned about the word secession in the lesson by writing a paragraph about whether or not they believed the South had a right to secede from the Union using the information that they learned about the word secession in the lesson and the other examples and turning it into the teacher as an exit slip. The students must compare the secession of the South to at least one of the examples and write a minimum of ten sentences.
STANDARDS:
AH1.H.1.3: Use Historical Analysis and Interpretation to:

1. Identify issues and problems in the past.

2. Analyze cause-and-effect relationships and multiple causation.

AH1.H.2.1: Analyze key political, economic, and social turning points from colonization through Reconstruction in terms of causes and effects.

AH1.H.2.2: Evaluate key turning points from colonization through Reconstruction in terms of their lasting impact.
AH1.H.4.1: Analyze the political issues and conflicts that impacted the United States through Reconstruction and the compromises that resulted,

AH1.H.5.2: Explain how judicial, legislative and executive actions have affected the distribution of power between levels of government from colonization through Reconstruction.
Plans for Individual Differences: The lesson does essentially somewhat plan for differentiation already. There is both individual and group work that intersects for students who prefer one way over the other. The teacher can pick the groups in order to make sure that there is a mix of lower and higher level students in each group. The teacher will be free during most of the lesson to walk around the classroom and prompt students who need help. Also, the statement could be given orally rather than written down if need be. 
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